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NATURALIZATION PROCEEDINGS
AT THE UNITED STATES COURT HOUSE
3rd AND CONSTITUTION AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C., AUGUST 14, 1956
ADDRESS OF THE HON. ALLEN W. DULLES
IIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

It 18 8 very gredt honer to be among those weleoming you as
fellow citlzens of the United States of America,
This 15 a great moment in your lives. It is a great moment

too for us who have been for years or for generations Ameriosn

- aitizens, Your gain is our gzain,-::. We are proud and happy to

have you on our side.
America has been fortunete in its new citizens. For 150 years,
we have welcomed here those who have fled persecution, those who

sought relief from poverty and oppression, and those who were

~attracted by the-bppcrtunitiea of life in a democracy. They have

rapaid our confidenee well. We know thnt you too will repay the
confidenca in you that this caurt will prasently exemplify when it
grants your petition.

' Most of you have lived in this country at least five yoars.
Tou know the language wea spéak, You have demenatrnted 2 knowiedge
o£ the history and government af the Unitcd 6tatea. You know,

_ therefare, what the United Btatea can do ror‘you. You have also,

I am uure, glven thaught to what you can do for your new country,
I think thab perhaps tuday, one of your graatest services
might 1ie in the promotion of nndaratanding between pecple who need

help in understanding each other, for most of you stand now between
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From your residence here you knew that whot we gay about
democracy is true, You know, for instance, that after the political
conventions of this month--whiah will look co:éical if not frivolous
te many foreigners~-we shull somshow have chosen candidates worthy
of being considercd for office. dnd you know thot three months
later, after & period of scund and fury which will suggest to some
foreigners that we have gone mad, seversl million imericans, including
yourselves, will go quiatly to the polls and vote their cn;zviaticna.
And finally you realisze that thoge elected will really be the choles
of the people of the United States, without fear or intimidation;
without political menipulation or fraud.

I doubt that all foreigners reslizme this or believe 1t, It
soems almost incredible that & netdon of 150 million can do today
what was intended :for the small comminitien of 150 years ago--that

_1s, freely choose from their midst the lesders they want to handle

publie business in their behalf.

There is scmething else that soue forelgnars do not reslise
or believe, partly hecsuse ﬁwy have no way of knowiug, and partly
because thelr governwents pmvmt them from knowing it. That is _
that the ﬁurima are mnng the most peaceatle pacple on earth.
For us to be called war utmgam is almast fumzy NHothing could be
further from the trath,

We hove no motive for war. We énvy no other country its good
fortune. We are mindful of our odn good fortune and thank God for it.

L
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We ask only tov be lefd elone.

I am not suggesting that we are unique in this. I feel pretty
sure that people anywhere agk little more, I doubt thet wany of
them in Lhess days feel any strong urge to disrupt thelr lives, their
countries, and the world in order to comnmit aggra&aian against thoir
neighbors. Yet war continuos %o threaten the world constantly.

This would certainly be less true if there were better understanding
among the peoples of the world, Those sbroad who are told eontinual
11es sbout the United States wmust balieve them unless they have evidence
to the contrary. But such evidence requires acre than words. Sesing |
i3 belleving. When you cannol see through your own eyes, you miat
ses through those of others, and thoy muat be eyes that you cen trust
not to distort the truth.

That 1s why pecple in your former -igomlmds a8y well belleva
what you way be able to tell them about the United Ststes. That is
why you, better then ary others, may be able to bring them to a
better underatanding of what Awerica is.

At tl_:e sane time, it io within mr pnwaé,_ as & person ‘ntill
Wetwaen two worlds, to help the underatanding of your new fellow eitizens,
for the average American has trouble in unﬁératanding other countries
then his own.

1f you hsve ever tried to teach a foreign language to sn Amsrican, N
you nay have found that one of his wmain difficulties lies in not
bolieving that thore is any aﬁe‘h thing as a ferelgn langusge. He is
inclined to belisve that féreﬁ.gmra really spezk Inglish tut insist on
spelling and prencuncing it wrong!
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This 1s because most of us live where no foreign language is
spoken for many miles around, unlike 30 much of the rest of the
world where boundaries with foreign countriss sre on all sides.

Today, mowe Americans than ever befors have travelled widely,
but there still remsin many of our fellow countrymen who have
never been oubtside their own states.

It s naturslly difficult for them to undorstand what conditions
sbroad sra really like. | Through your ayes, in which they e2n have
confidence, they may sea M;fi understand mora than they could learn
aven by travel,

If you come from a country that suffers wader & dictatorshly,
tell your fellow Americans what such goverrments are really like.
They know, but not as you know., Let them see the truth ﬁbﬁough your
eyes in order that they mey appreclate, as deeply as you now do, the
blessings of their own democrsey. In this wiy, You may help a fallow
Amorican to reaffirm a faith that was growdngz dim from complacence,

- If you belleve Lhat your former country has some inastitntions
supsrior to our own, tell us so. You hmm,' as you knw', perfoct
freadon to express your opinlons here. In the Unitsd 5"‘6&“5, if we
ara told of a botter way of doing things, we are inclinmed to adépt
it. Most of aﬁr instituklons were born here of idees brought from
abroad. |
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Remember that you are not obliged to be content with everything
that you will find here. I am sire that as tims goes on, you will
find much to deplore as well as to admire in this, your new country.
If you don't, you won't be typloally American, I can tell you that!
We, the people, complain all?the time, even if it is only about the

. weather, We are forever complaining about our government, our public
officers, the taxes we have to pay, and the restrictions under which
we must éo business. If the time ever comes when I do not hear a vast
grumbling about one thing or ancther amohg the American people, I
shall know that something hes gone wrong.

But while we complain about our laws and our officials, we
know who made the laws and chose the officialp. We did. And we know
what we can do if we really object to them. - We can change them.

| Not only that, but we can change private institutions too.
if'we think one astore is charging too much or selling us a bad
quality of gooda, we go to another. One resuit‘ia usually an improvement
in the first. This is called compstition. It works well with us.
This is why we have never become & party'to various experiments which
were based on the thaony.that a powerfulrg&vefhmmnt omld control
tusinesa affalrs better than the people cauld through the effacts
of OQmpatitian; | ' | |

80, T hope that as American‘citiaana, when.ynuféﬁma up against
something you don't like, you will express yourself on the point and
taks the measures # citizen has at his disposal to do something about
it~~doing 1t as Americans have always done, within the law and with

an object of bringing about liberty and justice for all.
ﬂSC
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Agaj.n, before Mr. Walsh coneludes this part of the caremony,
let me welcome you to brotherhood in America., And let me expresa
my beat, wishes for heppy and succesaful citizenship to you &nd to
the future generations that will inherit the privileges and
responsibilities which become yours today.
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